[Chorea].
Chorea (from the greek word "dance") is characterized by short, involuntary, irregular, nonrepetitive, adventitious muscular contractions. The resulting movements may occur abruptly at any part of the body, but may also spread from one body part to another. The most important condition showing chorea as its core symptom is Huntington's disease. It is inherited as an autosomal dominant trait. During its course it presents as an admixture of neurological and psychiatric features. Several rare neurodegenerative diseases and conditions of inborn errors of metabolism present with chorea mostly between childhood and adolescence. Among these, the paroxysmal choreoathetoses are important for the differential diagnosis of seizures and transitory ischaemic attacks later in life. In adults, symptomatic chorea may occur in many drug-induced, metabolic, infectious, immunological, toxic, and vascular conditions. In addition to the basic treatments of these illnesses there are selected drugs to provide satisfactory symptomatic relief from the abnormal movement.